
Hurray!  July is here with some warmer weather!  I’ve had a few blooms from 
plants I left in from last year, and lots of buds on the new plants.  My plants are 
pretty short as a result of our chilly May and June, but they are now outgrowing 
the slugs and we are beginning to be hopeful for some decent blooms this sum-
mer. 

I am looking forward to show season, and encourage all of you to visit and enter 
some of the Federation shows this summer.  Novice growers, especially, can get 
some good wins in the shows.  If you’re still shy about entering shows, try visiting 
a few to see what they’re like.  I guarantee you will be saying about some prize 
winning bloom, “I have a flower better than that at home - I should have brought 
it!”  All the shows are free to attend and enter and are filled with dazzling dahlias 
and experienced growers who are happy to share their tricks of the trade.  Just in 
time for show season, Roger and Colin Walker will give a short presentation on 
staging and transporting flowers at our meeting on July 15. 

Thank you all who signed up to donate prizes for our show.  We still have plenty of 
slots available for donations.  Come to our July meeting to sign up, or email me at 
lmilliard@helsell.com or call me at 425-770-1902.  Remember it can be a new gar-
den item as well as cash, so let’s get creative! 

Happy growing, Laurie 

“Presidents Message”  

Volunteer  Needed  

*  Meet dahlia people from around the U.S. and world!  We need someone to take over the 
medal collection and distribution.  Every year, representatives from other dahlia clubs send 
us one of their medals for a prize at our show, and we send them one of ours.  This is an 
easy, fun task for someone who likes to correspond.  Some of the letters you will receive 
are full of news about that person’s club and are great fun to read.  See Laurie at the July 
meeting, or send an email to lmilliard@helsell.com if you are interested. 
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Please Note:  Worldlink Internet Services is donating name hosting for Puget Sound Dahlia Association.  Worldlink offers the fol-
lowing discounts to our members:  Dialup Internet Access at $15 per month, DSL at 15% off, all other Worldlink services at 10% 
off.  Visit www.w-link.net or call 1-888-361-4638 for more information. 

2010 Officers  

President: 
     Laurie Milliard 

President-Elect: 
     Walt Jacenko 

Secretary: 
     Linda Cles 

Treasurer: 
     Dale Hylton 

Past President: 
     Al Kaas 

Trustees  

Steve Boley 
Colin McMullin 
Marge Thatcher 
Colin Walker 
Woodie White 
John Willson 

Club Meeting Info  

All regular PSDA meetings 
are held at Northlake Lu-
theran Church in Kenmore, 
from 7:30--9:00 pm unless 
otherwise noted.  Check 
website for any changes and 
driving directions. 

www.pugetsounddahlia.org 

 



Imagine my surprise last month walking by a Boeing co-workers office to find a 
vase of fully open dahlias in mid June. I won’t say that fellow PSDA member Beth 
Schryer was gloating...exactly...but she took great pleasure in my stunned look at 
her good fortune.  It seems that she left several plants in the ground over winter and 
they thrived under the canopy of a fruit tree beside her driveway.  With good drain-
age and living in north Seattle in the city, she had Rebecca Lynn, Stillwater Becky 
and a white semi cactus  blooming while 
you can see that my best garden, planted 
from tubers on May 1 looks sad by com-
parison.  

I guess contrary to the way we sometimes 
talk, there is no one “right way” to grow 
our dahlias. 

By Art Chmura 

1. Jerry & Barb Morris speaking on, “It’s a 
Small World After All”. They have culti-
vated ‘Mignon Singles’ for many years. 
Jerry plants about 400 seedlings every 
year and in 2004, they won the ADS 
Lynn Dudley Seedling Sweepstakes 
Medal.  BJ Gunnar, one of Jerry’s recent 
introductions was named after his six 
year old grandson. 

2. Roger & Colin Walkers will demonstrate, 
“Transporting & Staging Dahlias for the 
Shows”.  Colin reminded me that he & 
his dad need dahlias, as many as you 
can bring.  It’s been a lean year so far for 
blooms, even among the early bloomers. 

3. ‘The Great Compost Giveaway.  We will 
present one ‘Heaping’ yard of Bailey’s 
Farm Blend Compost from Snohomish to 
side dress your dahlia garden plantings. 

John & Kathy Willson 
Swede Hill Dahlia Sunflower Farm 

How do you Grow Your Dahlias?  
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Membership List  
**Booklets ** 

Your 2010 membership lists complete with 
our constitution, bylaws, and other PSDA 
info came home from the printer’s today 
with a bright Orange cover. 

You can pick your copy up at the July 15 
meeting at the Northlake Church.  We will 
also have them at the Federation meeting 
on Saturday, 7/24 also at Northlake Lu-
theran Church. 

Art & Julie 

Tuber Team Tip  

Now is the right time to be 
taking digital close up 
photos of your dahlias that 
will eventually become the 
tubers you donate for club 
sales.  Especially if you 
have older , very new or 
uncommon varieties, your 
pictures can save a lot of 
effort later.  Keep good 
records of the names 
since those are critical for 
an effective Spring Sale. 

July/August 
Events  

7/15, PSDA club mtg 

7/24, Federation Work-
shop, Northlake Church 

7/31, Judges Training, 
at Lacey or Mt. Vernon 

8/7-8, Kitsap Show, in 
Silverdale 

8/8, Trial Garden Judg-
ing 

8/15-15, Grays Harbor 
(Elma) & Skagit (Mt. 
Vernon) Shows 

8/19, PSDA picnic at 
Volunteer Pk Seattle 

8/21-22, Snohomish 
Show, Everett 

8/28-29, PSDA Show, 
Kent 

9/4-5, Washington 
State (Tacoma) & Van-
couver (B.C.) shows 

**See your show schedule 
for Portland, South 
Sound, Whatcom, & Fra-

ser Valley show dates. 


